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Reflected straddles the intersection of gender. It examines the grey
matter that sits in between masculinity and femininity and coerces an
observer to consider their place via the use of line and vast negative
space. The fact that the portraits are of the artist is not necessarily a
point of fixation.

Tierney’s physical form acts as a vessel to carry ideas that shatter
socially defined and often rigid confines of gender presentation.
Through the use of line alone, Tierney is able to convey genderlessness.

Drawing upon the poses adopted by haute couture models in
fashion magazines and on runways, the artist is able to evoke a
vulnerability that permeates the layered imagery in a way that the
subject alone cannot.

When deconstructing his work, an observer is presented with a
stacked image which reinforces the three dimensional makeup of
collage art and the multifaceted nature of gender. There is a deliberate
uncertainty - the collection is playful.

Risqué.

The overarching themes of identity and personal exploration are
peppered with the idea of pure, aesthetic beauty. The images are
raw. They have been manipulated not via computer programmes
but rather the physical act of slicing an image and recomposing it.
The meaning of the original photograph shifts to convey something
entirely different simply by having body parts that don'’t traditionally
adhere together, fuse.

Kait Fenwick

Kait Fenwick is a writer living in Newcastle, Australia. Their work has been published
in the Contemporary Australian Feminist Poetry anthology, Butch Is Not a Dirty Word
magazine, Archer and Cordite Poetry Review.
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